
SURGICAL SERVICES  
STANDARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SSSAC) MEETING 

 
 

Wednesday, August 17, 2005 
 

Michigan Library and Historical Center 
702 West Kalamazoo Street 

Lake Ontario Room 
Lansing, MI  48915 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
I. Call to Order. 

 
Chairperson Miller called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

A. Members Present and Organizations Represented: 
 
Cheryl Miller, Trinity Health (Chairperson) 
Kim Meeker, Foote Health System 
Evelyn Bochenek, RN, MSN, Sparrow Hospital 
Lowell Bursch, MD, Spectrum Health  
Charles Dobis, Michigan Ambulatory Surgery Association (Arrived at 9:30 a.m., Left at 
1:44 p.m.) 
Carolyn Skaff, Michigan Ambulatory Surgery Association (Arrived at 1:45 p.m.) 
Toshiki Masaki, Michigan Manufacturers Association (Arrived at 9:06 a.m., Left at 12:40 
p.m.) 
Richard Mata, Michigan State AFL-CIO (Left at 2:30 p.m.) 
Rand O’Leary, Borgess Medical Center 
Sally Bertoia, Henry Ford Health System (Alternate) 
Debra Stephenson, BSN-RN, MBA, CNOR, McLaren Health Care 
Walter Whitehouse, Jr., MD, The Saint Joseph Mercy Health System 
Robert Wolford, Michigan Medical Group Management Association 
George Yoo, MD, Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute 

 
B. Members Absent and Organizations Represented: 

 
Krishna Sawney, MD, Henry Ford Health System 

 
 C. Staff Present: 
 

Lakshmi Amarnath 
Larry Horvath  
John Hubinger 
Stan Nash 
Brenda Rogers  
Gaye Tuttle 
Kate Wandtke 
Matt Weaver 
 
D. General Public in Attendance: 

 
There were approximately 45 people in attendance. 
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II. Review of Agenda and Distributed Materials. 
 

Chairperson Miller reviewed the Agenda and distributed materials.  Motion by Dr. Whitehouse, 
seconded by Ms. Bochenek, to accept the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

 
III. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest. 
 

No conflicts were noted. 
 
IV. Review of Minutes – July 12, 2005 
 

Motion by Ms. Stephenson, seconded by Mr. O’Leary, to accept the Minutes as presented.  
Motion carried. 

 
V. Informal Workgroup – Update and Recommendation. 
 

Ms. Kathy Jo Uecker, Healthcare Midwest, and Ms. Julie Greene, Michigan Medical Group 
Management Association, provided an oral overview of the proposed “Combined CON-approved 
list.”  Discussion followed. Ms. Meeker requested a list of the deleted codes. Ms. Greene will 
provide the list of deleted codes to the SAC. 
 A. Public Participating in Discussion 

Mr. Terry O’Rourke, Hackley Hospital (Attachment A) 
Ms. Amy Barkholz, Michigan Health and Hospital Association 
 

Break from 10:26 a.m. to 10:35 a.m. 
   
 A. Public Participating in Discussion (cont.) 

Mr. Jim Budzinski, Sparrow Hospital 
  Mr. Colin Ford, Michigan State Medical Society 
  

B. SAC Action 
Chairperson Miller requested a vote of the following to narrow down the list of 
options for defining standards for surgical procedures.    

1. Combine two CMS lists + Adjunct list + Done in OR + 10% (in OR) + 
10(2) 

2. Same as #1, except delete 10(2) 
3. Recommendation of workgroup two CMS + Adjunct list + 10% 

exemption + 10(2) 
4. Status Quo + 10(2) 
5. Done in OR + 10(2) 
6. Two CMS lists + 10% + 10(2) 
7. Two CMS lists + Adjunct list + 10(2) 
Option 1 carried with 10 votes, option 2 received 1 vote and option 3 

received 3 votes, out of 14 total votes. 
 
C. Public Participating in Discussion 

Ms. Julie Greene, Michigan Medical Group Management Association 
Ms. Barbara Jackson, Economic Alliance 
Mr. Mark Mailloux, University of Michigan Health System 
Mr. James ‘Chip’ Falahee, Bronson Methodist Hospital 
Mr. Robert Meeker, Spectrum Health Systems 
Mr. Matt Jordan, Kheder and Associates 
 

 
Motion by Mr. Mata, seconded by Dr. Bursch, to accept option one as stated. Motion carried. 
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Break for lunch – 12:40 p.m. – 1:16 p.m. 

   
C. Public Participating in Discussion (cont.)  

Ms. Amy Barkholz, MHA 
Mr. Mark Mailloux, University of Michigan Health System 
Mr. Robert Meeker, Spectrum Health System 

 
After further discussion, the SAC asked the Department to provide language applying the concept 

 to projection and excess capacity (historical volume). 
  

VI. Renovation/Relocation 
 
Mr. Jim Budzinski, Sparrow Health System, gave overview of language presented at June 2, 
2005 meeting. Discussion followed. 

 
A. Public Participating in Discussion 

Ms. Julie Greene, Grand Valley Surgical Center 
Mr. Robert Meeker, Spectrum Health System 
Mr. Mark Mailloux, University of Michigan Health System 
Mr. Terry O’Rourke, Hackley Hospital 

 
Motion by Dr. Whitehouse, second by Dr. Fox, to keep Standards as they currently exist for 
replacement, renovation and relocation. Motion carried. 

 
VII. Rural Considerations/Allowances for Volumes and Timeframes. 

 
Ms. Amy Barkholz, MHA, provided an overview and written testimony (Attachment B) of the 
proposed rural amendment to the Standards. Discussion followed. 

 
A. Public Participating in Discussion: 

  Ms. Barbara Jackson, Economic Alliance, addressed the Committee. 
 

Motion by Dr. Whitehouse, seconded by Dr. Bursch, to accept the proposed language, with an 
upper limit of five ORs (applicable facilities with 4 or fewer ORs would be potentially eligible). 
Motion carried. 

 
VIII. Physical Distinction of ORs under Single License. 

 
Chairperson Miller reviewed definition of a physical distinction of ORs from Jeff McManus, 
Engineering Section, BHS, MDCH, as follows: “Surgical and/or delivery suites that are considered 
for the Certificate of Need purposes to be distinctively separate from one another shall be 
arranged and service agreements in effect so that staff or patients do not need to travel through 
one suite to reach the other. Each suite shall include all necessary support facilities to be self-
supporting, including: scrub sinks, staff locker/lounge/toilets, sub-sterile facilities, anesthesia 
workrooms, equipment storage, and housekeeping closets.” Discussion followed. 
  

A. Public Participating in Discussion: 
  Mr. Bob Meeker, Spectrum Health 
  Mr. James Falahee, Bronson Methodist Hospital 
 
The second informal workgroup will review this language further. 
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IX. Separate Licensure of facilities with common ownership. 
 
Ms. Kim Meeker gave overview. Ms. Meeker will provide proposed language to the Department 
and to the SAC prior to the September 20, 2005 Meeting. 

 
A. Public Participating in Discussion 

Mr. Mark Mailloux, University of Michigan Health Systems  
 
X. Open Heart Designation 
 

Chairperson Miller gave overview of Open Heart Designation. Discussion followed. 
 
Motion by Dr. Whitehouse, seconded by Ms. Stephenson, to defer to the informal workgroup. 
Motion carried. 
 

 
XI. Response to the Presentation of Dr. Kahn 
 

Tabled to September 20, 2005 Meeting. 
 
XII. 2005 Planning Assumptions (Volume Requirements/Thresholds) 
 

Tabled to September 20, 2005 Meeting and deferred to the informal workgroup. 
 
XIII. Agenda Planning and September 20, 2005 Meeting 
 

No discussion. 
 
XIV. Future Meetings: September 20, 2005, October 12, 2005 and October 20, 2005 
 
XV. Adjournment 
 

Motion by Mr. Rand O’Leary, seconded by Dr. Whitehouse, to adjourn the meeting at 3:40 p.m.  
Motion carried. 
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